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at one time were streaked with mucus and a little blood. There was 
also a slight daily fever with evening exacerbation. Under treatment 
the child seemed to be improving, when suddenly it became hemiplegic 
on the left side. Two hours and a hall later it commenced to move in the 
entire left side, but a second attack foil >wed and terminated fatally. The 
author says that the literature on hemiplegia as a sequel to entercolitis is 
very meagre. Keating finds in eighty-three cases of hemiplegia, one 
due to this cause, but taking the element of scurvy into consideration, 
we would expect a htemorrhagic effusion into any of the closed cavities 
as a result of malnutrition and a weakening of the vascular walls. Two 
such cases were reported during the summer of 1S94. This the author 
believes to have been the case here, and that the child’s milk was 
impaired in its digestibility by' s’erilization, whether by converting the 
soluble proteids into insoluble, by straying the ferment or by emulsify¬ 
ing the fat, he does not know, but considers that a complex fluid as 
unstable as milk cannot be subjected to continuous heat without detri¬ 
ment to its nutritive properties, except as a temporarv measure. 

FREEMAN. 

Puerperal Neuritis. —Bernhardt (Cenlralblatt fin- innere Med- 
icin , March 9, 1S95. A woman, twenty-nine years old, experienced pain 
in the right shoulder immediately after her third parturition. This was 
followed by emaciation of the hand, especially of the interossei muscles 
and ball of the thumb. At the same time numbness of the little finger 
and the ulner side of the forearm appeared. Adduction and abduction 
of the fingers and movements of the thumb were very feeble. In the 
course of the median and ulnar nerves, the middle form of the reaction 
of degeneration was found. 

In a second patient a neuritis of the left peroneal developed. In a 
third case, a woman thirty-one years old claimed to have suffered pain in 
the right shoulder since her eighteenth year. After her first confine¬ 
ment the pain involved the entire right arm, but again disappeared. 
After the birth of her last child she was said to have suffered for four 
mouths, with fever and a bloody discharge, and from this time dates her 
present complaints. An investigation revealed a neuritis of the right 
median or ulnar nerves with moderate form of the reaction of degenera¬ 
tion and atrophy of the affected muscles. FREEMAN. 

Contribution to the Experimental Study of the Nervous 
Manifestations of Chronic Arsenical Poisoning.— Beco {Cen¬ 
lralblatt /hr innere Medicin , April 6, 1S95). Two guinea pigs, three 
rabbits and two dogs were given subcutaneous injections of Fowler's 
solution in increasing doses. The two guinea pigs lived eight and fifteen 
days, the three rabbits one, one and one-half and two months, the two 
dogs two and three months. The symptoms observed were a conjunc¬ 
tivitis, trophic changes in the skin, and increasing loss of strength. 
Death took place with progressive cachexia. The spinal cord and 
nerves, and the cutaneous and muscular nerves were found intact. 

FREEMAN. 

Bulbar Manifestations in Syringomyelia. —Raymond 
(Gazette des Hopitaux , March 19, 1S95). Bulbar manifestations are 
quite frequent in the course ot syringomyelia. It is more rare for this 
disease to begin with bulbar manifestations. Exceptionally these 
assume the form of an apoplectiform attack. The observation of Cohen, 
an American author, is unique of its kind. It appears that syringomyelia 
can assume the pure bulbar form. In Cohen’s case the symptoms were, 
ptosis on the right side, inequality of the pupils and an inferior bilateral 
facial paralysis. Naturally the bulbar manifestations of syringomyelia 
may be associated with all the clinical varieties of this disease. 

FREEMAN. 

Exhibition of Three Microceplialic Children. —Laborde 
{La Med. Mod.. 5 Annee, No. 95), presented before the Academy of 
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Medicine three microcephalic children of the same family. The eldest, 
a girl, was twelve years old, the other two were boys, aged ten axd eight 
years, respectively. The parents were healthy, and four years subse¬ 
quent to the birth of the last mentioned son, two perfectly normal chil¬ 
dren were born. The afflicted children are in constant motion, scarcely 
sleeping a couple of hours at night. The wrist drops, the arms are held 
flexed, and the hands pronated. At times they walk on all fours. The 
head of the girl measures 35 ctni. in circumference, the boys 38 and 29 
ctnr. respectively. All three are idiotic, but the degree of idiocy is less 
and less marked from the eldest to the youngest. They cannot talk, 
only uttering at times incomprehensible, reflex cries. They cannot fix 
their attention, but see and hear tolerably well. They notice acute 
sounds, and seem to enjoy musical tones. They grasp and play with 
everything within their reach, but are even more clumsy than monkeys. 
They do not recognize anybody, not even the people that care for them, 
and cannot eat alone. Thev do not hold the urine or feces 

MACALASTER. 

A Case of Tabes Incipietis .—Weil ( Archiv f. Psychiatric und 
Nervenheilk., Vol. xxvi., p. 745). 

Patient had been infected with syphilis when twenty-six years old. 
Eleven years later had an attack of left side hemiplegia associated with a 
prolonged attack of unconsciousness. Following this the symptoms of 
tabes developed in characteristic fashion, except for the absence of lan¬ 
cinating pains and with disturbance of the eye muscles. The patient 
died three years later from phthisis. There had been no particular dis¬ 
turbance of the function of the bladder or rectum and the disease had 
followed closely the hemiplegia. 

Examination of the cord showed degeneration of the left crossed 
pyramidal tract and of the right direct pyuamidil tract, the result of an 
ancient thrombosed area the size of a cherry in the internal capsule. In 
certain portions there were changes in the left lateral horn, doubtful in 
left anterior horn. 

The important changes were in the posterior columns. The degen¬ 
eration is distributed in an irregular manner and does not corroborate 
the findings of other authors who have written on the subject of tabes 
incipiens. In the lumbar cord it is not the area of middle root zones 
that is involved but the larger and greater area and which reaches to the 
posterior median septum. In the dorsal region the degeneration is more 
unsymmetrical. Only in the cervical region are the changes similar to 
those found ordinarily in tabes incipiens, viz., degeneration of Goll’s 
columns and that portion of Burdach’s column bordering on the latter. 

J. C. 

Pseudo Tabes Mercurialis .—Gilbert ( Deutsche Med. Wochen- 
schr ., November 1, 1S94), reports a case resembling that of Leyden’s 
{ibid. 1S93, No. 31, p. 733). The patient was 26 years old, formerly an 
officer, and had syphilis in 1892, for which he had undergone several 
antiluetic cures. During the following summer, after being treated with 
bichloride injections, and K I., he had severe pains, with total paralysis 
of the lower extremities and muscular atrophy. The large nerve trunks 
were sensitive, there was reaction of degeneration, and the knee-jerk 
was absent, but no atactic symptoms. This condition improved under 
mercurial inunctions, and later K I and massage, so that the patient was 
able to walk with the aid of two sticks. The diagnosis of polyneuritis 
syphilitica was made. Later symptoms of ataxia developed : the gait 
was uncertain, Romberg’s phenomenon present, and diminution of sensi¬ 
bility from the upper third of the thigh downward. The function of the 
bladder was impaired and the patient complained of burning pains in 
the upper and lower extremities, dead feeling in the feet, and weakness 
in walking. After six weeks’ treatment with baths, massage, electricity 
and tonics the objective and subjective symptoms all disappeared entirely. 
The following spring the patient died of heart failure after an excess in 



